The course is divided into four sections. Section I (weeks [1] [2] investigates the revolutionary events in 1989 with a special focus on the question of agency. This serves as an entry into the framing question of this course: What are the different mechanisms that legitimize and/or undermine political power? Section II (weeks 3-4) shows that this question must be understood with reference to the specific historical past (fascism/antifascism) and place (East/West, border) the GDR occupied. Section III (weeks 5-9) explores various forms of opposition to the power of the state -church and women's movement, critical intellectuals, counterculture, etc. -in order to analyze, and perhaps question, their claims to subversiveness. More an epilogue than a section in its own right, the last week will be devoted to two post-'89 literary mediations on power and evil in Europe after the collapse of the Eastern block.
Course Requirements:
1) introducing one session: presentation (max. 10 minutes) and thesis paper (1 page) 2) mid-term paper: in-depth analysis of one of the discussed texts (4-5 pages) 3) term paper that presents a clearly outlined problem and that uses at least one GDR text and one non-GDR text (12-15 pages)
Syllabus: SECTION I: The Collapse of Socialism

East German, West German and other views of the "revolution"
Wolf, Christa. "The GDR Forever." The New York Times. December 8, 1989, 4 
